Introduction/Purpose: In orthopedic foot and ankle surgery, temporary fixation utilizing percutaneous Kirschner wires (Kwires) is required for a variety of procedures. Reported infection rates at the pin site are highly variable, and may be as high as 20%. Currently, there is a paucity of literature regarding the microbiology of K-wires used in foot and ankle surgery, as most wires are typically disposed of once removed. The purpose of this pilot study was to determine the specific pathogens which take advantage of K-wires, in order to further elucidate the etiology of pin tract infection, as well as inform antibiotic prophylaxis decisions with wire fixation.
